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  January was School Board Appreciation month and I would like to thank all 
of our School Board members for a job well done. ( Holly Lee, Penny Kill, Lori 
Ringwald, Clarke Prichard and Spencer Clum) They put in countless hours out-
side of the normal monthly meetings and are always looking to do what is best 
for our students.  The Board also reorganized during January with the following 
assignments being made:
 President:  Holly Lee, Vice President:  Penny Kill, Athletic Counsel:  Clarke 
Prichard and Penny Kill, Apollo Board Rep (3yr term):  Penny Kill, Building 
and Grounds:  Clarke Prichard and Holly Lee,  Curriculum/CIP:  Spencer Clum 
and Lori Ringwald, Finance/Audit:  Spencer Clum and Holly Lee, Legislative 

Liaison:  Penny Kill, Ed. Foundation Trustee:  Penny Kill and Lori Ringwald, Student Achievement Liaison:  
Penny Kill, Technology:  Holly Lee and Lori Ringwald, Personnel:  Holly Lee and Spencer Clum.
The official newspaper of the Spencerville Local School is The Journal News and Brenda Core was named the 
Board’s Records Retention Designee.
 Regular BOE Meetings in 2020 will be as follows at 7:00 p.m. (unless noted different) in the Board meet-
ing room at 600 School Street:
 January 13, February 20, March 19, April 16, May 21, June 29, July 28, August 18 (beginning at 6:00 
with a walk through of the district concluding in  the  Board Office), September 17, October15, November 19 and 
December 17 (with a special meeting preceding at 6:30 p.m. for staff evaluations).
  It has been a mild January so far.  As always, we get out early in the morning on questionable days to make 
our decisions.  We can miss 5 days without making up days and can also use 3 Blizzard Bag days without making 
up the day.  Our first make-up day is February 17 and all other make-up days are scheduled at the end of the year.  
We have great drivers who will always do whatever it takes to keep your children safe.
 If you would have questions or concerns regarding school district operations, please feel free to contact 
me at (419) 647-4111 x3205 or you can email me at fuged@svbearcats.org.
 Finally, I would like to thank the Bearcat residents for your continued support of our school.  Your support 
helps us make Spencerville Local Schools one of the best in the area!

Go Bearcats!
Dennis Fuge, Superintendent

       





 
 Thanks to our dedicated staff, giving community, and talented students, great things have been happening at the Spencerville 
Middle School!  Here are a few highlights of our school year:

September 
 • Guest Speaker Terrance Talley sent a message to let friends know “I got your back”.
 • Agricultural Education program in the middle school allowed our 8th grade students to go on 

the farm science review trip. 
 • 5th Graders started a 10 week DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education Program). 

October
 • A mixed group of 7th/8th grade students attended the Ohio Energy Summit at UNOH
 • Middle School Band Concert 
 • Coffee with the Counselors brought in Cornerstone of Hope with an evening event dedicated 

to community members hearing about their program and introducing what our “Resilient Teens” 
are experiencing in today’s society.

 • 8th grade students read the story “War Horse” and followed up with a class trip to Marmon Valley were they  experienced 
horseback riding, care for a horse, and camp fire readings.

 • School ties with Cornerstone of Hope brought in guest speakers introducing the “Resilient Kids Teen Program” working with 
small groups in the future.  

November
 • Quiz Bowl for 7th/8th Graders had a successful competition taking 3rd in the county meet
 • All school lockdown drill was a success and learning tool
 • 5th grade trip to the Neil Armstrong Museum
 • Select group of 8th grade girls to STEM program at BGSU
 • 4 Middle School Teachers attended the OMLA (Ohio Middle Level Association)
 • VFW honored Anna Thompson, Melissa Prichard, and Joy Baumgartner for Teacher of the Year
 • Parent/Teacher Conferences
 • Musical “The Little Shop of Horrors”

December
 • 8th grade students in our Career Class made a visit to the Career Center in Delphos
 • Spelling Bee was held – Ashton Peters (8th) Champion, Ella Hackworth (5th) Runner-up.
 • 5th grade DARE program wrapped up in-house.  Juvenile Detention Center trip and skating party was postponed to a future 

date due to weather.
 • 6th/7th/8th grade successful Band/Choir Concert
 • Christmas Activity Day and Holiday Music with Roselawn

January
 • 5th/6th grade Quiz Bowl teams begin competing on Monday’s at Lima Shawnee
 • 18 Team JH Bearcat Wrestling Invitational was held – Bearcats placed 6th with individual champions of Jason Dues and 

Maddox Jurek.  Ian Suever was runner-up

 State Testing will be here soon.  In April, all middle school students will take the Math and ELA tests and in addition, 5th/8th 

grade students will take the Science test.  Teachers/Students have been preparing for these tests since day one of this school year in 
hopes that everyone will find comfort the day of these tests.  I would also like to remind you that it is important for the home to make 
attendance a priority and to see that all homework is complete.  Assignments are a great tool for the teacher to find a focus on the next 
lesson.
 Every day that I work with the faculty at SVMS, I admire them more.  We have great things going on in the classrooms with 
more and more demands on our profession.  The teachers take on these demands with great pride.  Middle School is a wonderful place 
for our students to learn, to grow, and to challenge themselves to become positive, open minded, productive leaders in our community.  
With each year we embrace exciting  successes,  difficult challenges, and most importantly, students and staff working together to meet 
their  educational goals and building key relationships along the way.  The main focus is to successfully support, advocate, and hold 
students, staff, and community members to high expectations for success.  

 
John Edinger

Spencerville Middle School Principal
Go Bearcats!



Congratulations to Winner Ashton Peters,
8th grade

Runner-Up Ella Hackworth 5th grade.

Back Row L to R: Ayden Briggs, Carson VanGorder,  Brenden 
 Swackhammer, Megan Miller, Owen Sensabaugh, Emery Richeson and 
Ashton Peters.
 Front Row L to R:  Kyle Bohyer, Noah Eutsler, Aubreigh Eutsler, 
Delaney Sawmiller, Will Sensabaugh, Kam Jamison, Eli Pohlman, Ella 
Hackworth.

Thank you to all the participants.  This year’s Spelling Bee was very competitive, I am sure we will see most of 

these spellers back in future years.

Barbie Mabry
Spelling Bee Coordinator

 



What’s the Matter? 

 Matter has four states and can change between these states in different situations. This is some 
of what the sixth graders learned about in science class on January 20. SESA (Science Education for 
Science Advancement) came to Mrs. Hemker’s room to talk about the different states of matter and 
how different substances can change states. The students talked about how temperature can impact the 
state of matter, as well as how matter can change states. They also talked about the chemical 
composition of different types of matter as well as seeing how dry ice reacts in different situation and 
with different circumstances. The students loved the experience and can’t wait for them to come back! 

 

2020 MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY!
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These teachers were honored by the Bowersock Brothers VFW Post 6772
in November for being nominated for Teacher of the Year by their respective principals.

Pictured are:  Jessica Wegesin, Post  Commander; Joy 
Baumgartner, High School nominee; Anna  Thompson, 
Elementary nominee; and Melissa  Prichard, Middle 
School nominee.
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Spencerville Local Schools 

K-12 Art Show 
AIM FOR THE STARS 
Saturday, April 4th 2020 
10am-4pm 
Cafetorium 

 
 





Dear Parent(s)/Guardians/Friends of Spencerville High School 2020 Seniors: 
 
   Looking for a creative way to tell a graduating Senior, “I love you and I’m proud of 
you”? Place a Senior Recognition ad in the 2020 Spencerville K-12 Yearbook! 
A recognition ad is a great way to show our graduates how proud they make our 
community and will commemorate their individual importance in our school!  
   To place a recognition ad, just send us a copy of your favorite photo(s) and 
compose your message. Recognition ads are available in four sizes: 1/8 page , 1/4 
page, 1/2 page and full page. Go to www.svbearcatyb.weebly.com to see example 
layouts. We can even keep the ad a secret until the yearbook is distributed! 
   Reserve a space for your ad today! Like the yearbook, your message will be a 
permanent memory. Please fill out and return this form along with a check made 
out to Spencerville High School to the High School Office (Attn Yearbook Staff) or to any student member of 
the yearbook staff by April 30th. 
 
Thanks!  
-Amy Gratz and the 2020 Yearbook Staff 
Please feel free to email me at gratza@svbearcats.org or call (419) 647-4111 ext. 3239 with any questions! 
 
SENIOR RECOGNITION AD ORDER FORM 
Student Name    
Purchaser Name  
Address City State Zip 
Phone _______   
Email  
        
    Yes, I would also like to order a yearbook for an additional $50!           
 
    Please keep this a secret from my student. 
 
     Message 
 
   
 
 
 
 
           
          Photo(s) Enclosed         Will Email Digital Photo(s)  Layout Design #     
 
Please Circle Ad Size: 1/8 = $15 1/4 = $25          1/2 = $50 Full Page = $100 
 
Signature   
 
Enclosed: Yearbook $                                   Ad $                             Check # 
 
Email any digital photos to gratza@svbearcats.org with the subject heading “Senior Recognition Ad.” 
Please include both your name and the student’s name in the body of the email. If your chosen layout 
has more than one photo, please indicate which photo should be placed in which space by numbering 
the photos. I will email you a proof of your ad once it is complete. 
If you send printed photos to be scanned, please include a self-addressed envelope for the return of 
your photo(s) if you’d like it to stay secret, or indicate that the photos may be returned to your student. 
Photos should be provided as soon as possible so we may meet our deadlines. THANK YOU! 

  



 I am pleased to announce that the Spencerville Elementary School has 
earned two awards based on our 2018/19 State grade card! We earned 
the overall A award for receiving an A on our state grade card, as 
well as the Momentum Award for exceeding expectations in student 
growth. I am so proud of the hard work and efforts of our staff. Their 
commitment to academic success and meeting the needs of all of their 
students makes Spencerville Elementary an amazing place to learn 
and grow!
This year Mr. Zerbe, Mr. Potts and Mr. Johnson started the Guys with 
Ties program with our 4th grade boys. This program focuses on help-

ing them find their positive traits, standing up to peer pressure, and identifying traits that make a good leader. The 
boys have volunteered to greet families at the Christmas program and fans at our Varsity Basketball game. 
 State testing is just around the corner. The testing schedule is as follows: Grades 3 and 4 ELA is April 6th 
and 7th  and Math is April 23rd and 24th. We recognize that our students work very hard and do not want these 
tests to cause anxiety. We would like you to discuss the impor-
tance of these tests with your child, as they are important to our 
district. They allow us to analyze the effectiveness of our aca-
demic programs and make needed changes to ensure our students 
are getting the best education possible.  You can help alleviate 
any stress your child may feel by making sure he or she gets ad-
equate sleep the night before and proper nutrition the morning of 
his or her test.  
 Kindergarten registration will open after February 13th. 
You can register your child electronically through Final Forms 
which is located on our website.  If you need assistance, please 
call the office and Mrs. Kim Ekis will be happy to help. You must 
have proof of residency, shot records, birth certificate,  social 
 security card and custody papers if necessary. These can be brought to school any time after February 13th.  For 
your convenience, the office will be open on Saturday, April 4th during the Art Show from 10-4 to bring any 
needed Kindergarten paperwork. Kindergarten Orientation is Thursday, April 16 at 7pm in the cafetorium. You 
will hear about ways to help prepare your child for kindergarten, meet their amazing teachers and even take a ride 
on a school bus. 
Please join us at our monthly Elementary PTO meetings. It’s a wonderful way to meet other parents and take 
an active role in making a difference in our school. Meetings are typically held the second Wednesday of every 
month at 4pm. The PTO will be sponsoring a Book Fair during the Art Show from 10-4. 

Susan M. Wagner
K-4 Principal

FROM THE DESK OF PRINCIPAL WAGNER



 Seniors enrolled in Senior English and Advanced Senior English have completed the formal research  paper 
portion of the career capstone Project.  During the 1st quarter of school, students wrote narrative reports about 
their job shadowing and interviewing experiences. Then, students spent part of 2nd quarter researching careers 
using Ohio Means Jobs, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook Handbook, O*Net Online, 
college and university websites, military websites, and an editorial about workplace basics focused on the skills 
employees need and employers want in the 21st century workplace. During 3rd quarter, students will  prepare 
a presentation to share with their classmates regarding what they have learned through this career  exploration 
 process and what goals they have set for themselves—both short-term and long-term—after graduation from 
high school. With the help of an Ohio Means Jobs job coach, students have the opportunity to build a resume and 
 decide whom to consider as potential references. Furthermore, students have the opportunity to earn the Ohio 
Means Jobs Readiness Seal, which we have been promoting since students were juniors. Mrs. Barbara Duval, 
Curriculum Supervisor at the Allen County Educational Service Center, is helping interested students with this 
process.   
 In their formal career project research papers, students expressed the desire to work in the following 
 industries and careers:

Accountant / CPA
Actuarial Science
Agricultural Business
Airframe Aviation Maintenance
Animation Artist
Attorney
Auditor
Biomedical Engineer
Business Professional
Certified Nurse Practitioner
Civil Engineer
Computer and Information Systems Manag-
er
Computer Programmer
Clinical Psychologist

To learn more about the Ohio Means Jobs Readiness Seal, please visit the following link:
http://education.ohio.gov/ Topics/New-Skills-
for-Youth/SuccessBound/ OhioMeansJobs-Readi-

ness-Seal

Criminal Psychologist
Dental Hygienist
Editor
Electrician
Elementary School Teacher
Graphic Designer
High School English Teacher
Massage Therapist
Marketing Manager
Mechanical Engineer
Mechanical Estimator
Nurse Practitioner
Optometrist
Pediatric Ophthalmologist

Physical Therapist Assistant
Police Officer
Radiologic Technologist
Respiratory Therapist
Roofer
School Social Worker
Sound Engineering Technician
Spanish Teacher
Sports Commentator
U.S. Army Soldier (Utilities Equipment Repair)

U.S. Army Soldier (Working Dog Handler)

Veterinary Technician
Wildlife Biologist

WHAT WILL YOUR CAREER BE?



Physical Therapist Assistant
Police Officer
Radiologic Technologist
Respiratory Therapist
Roofer
School Social Worker
Sound Engineering Technician
Spanish Teacher
Sports Commentator
U.S. Army Soldier (Utilities Equipment Repair)

U.S. Army Soldier (Working Dog Handler)

Veterinary Technician
Wildlife Biologist



www.arbiterlive.com/Teams?entityId=40953
VARSITY BASEBALL VARSITY SOFTBALL
Saturday 3/28 Marion Local (DH) Home 11:00am Monday 3/30 Wapakoneta Home 5:00pm
Monday 3/30 Van Wert Home 5:00pm Tuesday 3/31 Anna Away 5:00pm
Tuesday 3/31 Parkway Away 5:00pm Wednes. 4/1 Lima Senior Away 5:00pm
Thursday 4/2 Minster Home 5:00pm Thursday 4/2 Ottoville Home 5:00pm
Friday 4/3 Perry Home 5:00pm Friday 4/3 Perry Home 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/7 Delphos St. John's Away 5:00pm Saturday 4/4 New Bremen Quad Away 12:00pm
Thursday 4/9 Crestview Home 5:00pm Monday 4/6 Bath Home 5:00pm
Friday 4/10 New Knoxville Away 5:00pm Thursday 4/9 Crestview Home 5:00pm
Monday 4/13 Paulding Away 5:00pm Monday 4/13 Paulding Away 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/14 Liberty-Benton Away 7:00pm Tuesday 4/14 Arlington Away 5:00pm
Thursday 4/16 Lincolnview Home 5:00pm Thursday 4/16 Lincolnview Home 5:00pm
Saturday 4/18 Elida (DH) Away 12:00pm Friday 4/17 Minster Home 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/21 Cory-Rawson Away 5:00pm Saturday 4/18 Elida (DH) Away 12:00pm
Thursday 4/23 Columbus Grove Away 5:00pm Monday 4/20 Parkway Away 5:00pm
Friday 4/24 Kalida Home 5:00pm Tuesday 4/21 Botkins Away 5:00pm
Monday 4/27 Bluffton Home 5:00pm Thursday 4/23 Columbus Grove Away 5:00pm
Wednes. 4/29 At Fifth Third Field vs. Newton Away 4:30pm Friday 4/24 Kalida Home 5:00pm
Thursday 4/30 Allen East Away 5:00pm Monday 4/27 Bluffton Away 5:00pm
Friday 5/1 Ottoville Away 5:00pm Thursday 4/30 Allen East Away 5:00pm
Monday 5/4 Ada Away 5:00pm Friday 5/1 Marion Local Away 5:00pm
Tuesday 5/5 LCC Home 5:00pm Monday 5/4 Ada Away 5:00pm
Thursday 5/7 Delphos Jefferson Home 5:00pm Tuesday 5/5 LCC Home 5:00pm
Friday 5/8 St. Marys Away 5:00pm Thursday 5/7 Delphos Jefferson Home 5:00pm
Saturday 5/9 Botkins Home 11:00am Friday 5/8 St. Marys Home 5:00pm
Monday 5/11 St. Henry Home 5:00pm Monday 5/11 St. Henry Away 5:00pm
Thursday 5/14 New Bremen Away 5:00pm
Friday 5/18 Ft. Jennings Home 5:00pm

JV BASEBALL JV SOFTBALL
Saturday 3/28 Marion Local (DH) Away 12:00pm Monday 4/20 Parkway Home 5:00pm
Tuesday 3/31 Parkway Home 5:00pm Tuesday 4/21 Crestview Away 5:00pm
Thursday 4/2 Minster Away 5:00pm Friday 5/8 St. Marys Home 5:00pm
Thursday 4/9 Kalida Home 5:00pm **More games to be added
Saturday 4/11 TBD Home 10:00am
Wednes. 4/15 Columbus Grove Away 5:00pm
Thursday 4/16 Crestview Away 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/21 Delphos Jefferson Home 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/28 Lincolnview Home 5:00pm
Friday 5/8 St. Marys Home 5:00pm
Thursday 5/14 New Bremen Home 5:00pm
Monday 5/18 Lincolnview Away 5:00pm

VARSITY TRACK
Saturday 4/4 Waynesfield-Goshen Relays Away 12:00pm
Thursday 4/9 Bearcat Relays Home 4:15pm
Saturday 4/18 Minster Memorial Away 9:00am
Tuesday 4/21 @Paulding w-Temple Away 4:30pm
Friday 5/1 Shawnee Invitational Away 4:30pm
Thursday 5/7 @Lincolnview w-Temple Away 4:30pm
Saturday 5/9 Ada Invitational Away 9:00am
Thursday 5/14 NWC @ Grove Away 4:00pm
Saturday 5/16 NWC @ Grove Away 10:00am
Monday 5/18 NWC JV @Grove Away 4:00pm
Thursday 5/21 District Meet Home 4:00pm
Saturday 5/23 District Meet Home 11:30am

**Current schedule***   Changes will likely occur due to weather, numbers, field availabilty, etc. Updated 1/31/20

SPENCERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 2020 SPRING SCHEDULE



www.arbiterlive.com/Teams?entityId=40953
JH BASEBALL JH SOFTBALL
Monday 3/30 Allen East (8th) Home 5:00pm Tuesday 3/31 Lincolnvew Away 5:00pm
Thursday 4/2 Shawnee Away 5:00pm Monday 4/6 St. Marys Away 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/7 Crestview 7th) Away 5:00pm Thursday 4/9 Wapakoneta (7th) Away 5:00pm
Saturday 4/11 Wapakoneta (8th - DH) Away 11:00am Tuesday 4/14 Van Wert (8th) Away 5:00pm
Monday 4/13 Parkway (7th) Home 5:00pm Thursday 4/16 Crestview (8th) Home 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/14 Allen East (7th) Away 5:00pm Friday 4/17 Parkway (7th) Away 5:00pm
Wednes. 4/15 Columbus Grove Away 5:00pm Monday 4/20 Shawnee Away 5:00pm
Thursday 4/16 Miller City (8th) Away 5:00pm Thursday 4/23 Lincolnview Home 5:00pm
Monday 4/20 Elida (7th) Home 5:00pm Friday 4/24 LCC Away 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/21 Columbus Grove (7th) Home 5:00pm Saturday 4/25 Crestview Invite (7th) Home 11:00am
Thursday 4/23 Elida (8th) Home 5:00pm Monday 4/27 Perry Home 5:00pm
Friday 4/24 LCC Away 5:00pm Tuesday 4/28 Parkway (8th) Home 5:00pm
Monday 4/27 Perry Home 5:00pm Friday 5/1 Crestview (7th) Away 5:00pm
Tuesday 4/28 Miller City (7th) Home 5:00pm Monday 5/4 Perry Home 5:00pm
Thursday 4/30 Parkway (8th) Home 5:00pm Thursday 5/7 Van Wert (7th) Home 5:00pm
Friday 5/1 Crestview (8th) Home 5:00pm
Monday 5/4 Celina (8th) Away 5:00pm

JH TRACK
Thursday 4/2 Shawnee, Bath Home 4:30pm
Monday 4/6 @Shawnee Away 4:30pm
Monday 4/13 @Van Wert Away 5:00pm
Saturday 4/18 @Perry Invite Away 9:00am
Tuesday 4/21 @Crestview, w-Ft. Jennings Away 4:30pm
Friday 4/24 @Ottoville Invite Away 4:00pm
Thursday 4/30 Bearcat Invitational Home 4:15pm
Monday 5/4 w-St. Marys & Wapak Home 4:30pm
Tuesday 5/12 NWC @Crestview Away 4:15pm

**Current schedule***   Changes will likely occur due to weather, numbers, field availabilty, etc. Updated 1/31/20

SPENCERVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL 2020 SPRING SCHEDULE







ALL THAT JAZZ! 
 

An Evening with the SHS Bearcat Jazz Band 
 

Saturday 2/29/20 or Sunday 3/1/20 
@ Spencerville VFW (130 S Broadway, Spencerville, OH) 

 
Doors Open at 6pm 

Dinner & Music at 6:30pm 
 

$20 per Person 
 

Includes Door Prizes, Raffles, 50/50, Silent & Live Auctions and Much More!!! 
 

(All prizes are donated… donations accepted thru 2/22/20) 
 

Saturday night there is a cash bar available 
Sunday night is an alcohol free night 

 
Hosted by Spencerville Band Boosters 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ticket Order Form    
(Our Goal is 300 tickets sold this year) 

 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
# of Tickets for Sat: _______________   # of Tickets for Sun: _________________ 
 
Total Money Due (Total # of tickets x $20/ticket): __________________________ 
 
Checks Payable to:  Spencerville Band Boosters 
Mail Forms To :   Spencerville Band Boosters, P.O. Box 23, Spencerville, OH 45887 
          Or Drop off in SHS Band Room  

Or Contact our Booster Secretary -  Amy Potts  419-910-1537 
  
Online Ticket Orders ($20.50/ticket includes mailing of tickets), Payments, & Donations 
Accepted at: https://signup.com/go/FBWGxJc  
 

 Please Have All Ticket Orders Placed by February 21, 2020 
 

Band Booster Use Only: 
 

Method of Payment: Cash__________  Check # __________ 
 

Ticket # (‘s) Issued: ____________________________________________ 
 

Date Tickets Issued: __________________________   
 

Method of Delivery: __________________________ 

The Spencerville Band Program is proud to present their annual weekend of “All That Jazz!” This weekend has 
grown into one of the premiere events in the Spencerville community. The evenings feature a delicious dinner, 
silent auction, live auction, raffles, and music provided by the Spencerville High School Jazz Band. All that’s 
missing is YOU! Please fill out the attached form or follow the online address to order. Reserve your spots now! 
Join us as we transform the Spencerville VFW into the hottest jazz club in Northwest Ohio. Two nights only! 
Thank you for supporting the Spencerville Band Program. See you on February 29 or March 1. You don’t want 
to miss this event!



 4TH GRADE FAMOUS OHIOAN WAX MUSEUM
 Students in 4th grade researched a famous Ohioan. They studied their Ohioan and wrote a biography about 
the important events in their life. Students also dressed up as their Ohioan and memorized a short speech that gave 
information about the Ohioan. This event is set up to mock a wax museum, so the students only speak when their 
“button” is pressed. 
 

COMMUNICATION UNIT
 4th grade ELA students did a unit study on how people communicate differently. To open the unit, the 
4th graders read an excerpt from the chapter book, “Out of My Mind” by: Sharon M. Draper This book is about 
an 11 year old girl named Melody who has cerebral palsy and cannot walk or talk. She uses various methods to 
communicate. Ryan and Jackson are two students at Spencerville who are also non-verbal and in wheel chairs. 
Fourth grade students were able to meet and learn about the different ways that Ryan and Jackson communicate. 
After meeting the boys, the students wrote an essay that compared/contrasted the various abilities Ryan, Jackson, 
and Melody have and how they communicate.



 Mrs. Abel’s 2nd grade class participated in a S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) activity 
as a part of their Grinch Day celebration. Using limited,  supplies, students had to create a sleigh like the Grinch used. 
The back of the sleigh held math counting cubes to act as “presents”. The object of the activity was to see which sleigh 
could make it to the top of an incline or “Mt. Crumpit”. Students made several designs and used trial and error to see 
what would work and what wouldn’t.  The winning team of Eli Boop, Gattlin Griffith and Ayden Way made a sleigh 
that made it to the top with 98 presents!



 It is hard to believe the school year is half over already.  It seems like yesterday we just started the school year.  
As we continue through the second semester, I cannot stress enough to parents to stay on top of your son/daughters 
progress/grades.  Parents can log into ProgressBook and see how their child is performing in all their classes.  Parents 
can also set up alerts to be notified if your son/daughter is missing assignments.  Please take advantage of this great 
resource.  We want to make sure everyone finishes the year on a successful note!
 Mr. Baumgartner has started meeting with students for next year’s classes/schedules.  Each student will be 
given a curriculum guide and Mr. Baumgartner does a fantastic job of explaining all the requirements for each class.  If 
your son/daughter is a sophomore or junior and is interested in Apollo, it is important they speak with Mr. Baumgartner 
and register online as well.  Several programs at Apollo fill up quickly.  If you have any questions regarding scheduling 
for next year, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Baumgartner or myself.
 State testing and the ACT for juniors is just around the corner.  Some of the days we will be running on an 
adjusted schedule.  The testing dates will be as follows:
   •ACT for juniors will be February 25th
   •3rd – 4th grade ELA will be April 6th and 7th
   •Easter Break April 9th – 13th  
   •5th – 8th grade ELA and High School English II will be April 15th – 16th 
   •5th – 8th grade Math and High School Algebra I, Geometry will be April 21st – 22nd 
   •3rd – 4th grade Math will be April 23rd – 24th d 10th
   •5th & 8th grade Science and High School Biology, American History, and Government will be April 28th – 29th 
 We recognize that our students work very hard and do not want these tests to cause anxiety.  We would like you 
to discuss the importance of the tests with your child, as they are important to our district.  They allow us to analyze the 
effectiveness of our academic programs and make needed changes to ensure our students are getting the best education 
possible.  For the high school classes, this is a requirement for graduation.  You can help alleviate any stress your child 
may feel by making sure he or she gets adequate sleep the night before and proper nutrition the morning of his or her 
test.
 I know the seniors are counting it down and it still seems like a long way off, but graduation will be here be-
fore we know it.  Graduation will be held Sunday, May 24th at 2pm in the competition gym.  Just a reminder, school, 
athletic, and Apollo fees will need to be taken care of by May 1st.  There was a letter in with the grade card for seniors 
if they owed any fees.  Underclassmen who owe fees will see the amount printed on the bottom of the grade card.  If 
you have any questions regarding any fees, please feel free to contact Dorthea or I and we will be glad to help.  
 As always, if you have any questions or concerns regarding your son/daughter please feel free to contact their 
teachers or me at 419-647-4111.  Thank you for allowing our staff to share in your student’s success!

Scott Gephart
High School Principal



 Coders are being developed in Spencerville! New class offerings are allowing students to prepare for the booming technology 
job market by teaching them computer programming. 

 The new classes took shape as a partnership between Spencerville High School and Amazon.com. Computer Science teach-

er, Mr. Paul Sadler, applied to qualify SHS in Amazon’s Future Engineer program. After filling out the application and taking part 

in a phone interview, Amazon granted entry to Spencerville into their program. Amazon provided the course curriculum for free to 
 Spencerville, using the content provider Edhesive.

 Computer Programming I students learned the programming language Python. Python is one of the most popular  programming 
languages in the world. It is a great starting language because it is fairly easy to learn but is powerful enough to be used in the real-world 
by software engineers. Students learned how to use variables, create assignment statements, make decisions with If logic, create loops, 
and even draw images using Python! In the process, students were able to make their own applications to do calculations, make   mini-
games, solve problems, and even animation.

 Mr. Sadler reports that Computer Programming classes are great for students who are thinking about a career in technology, 
engineering or just improving their critical thinking skills! Studies also show that are more computing jobs available than there are 
qualified people to fill them. Students can get a head start in the job market by taking Computer Science classes in high school. 

The following classes being offered next year feature coding and are available to ALL high school students: 
 • Web Design (coding topics include HTML, CSS, JavaScript & PHP)
 • Computer Programming I (Python) 
 • Computer Programming II (Java).

When registering for classes next year, all high school students should consider taking one of these educational and exciting offerings! 

What the students are saying:
•“This is one of the classes where I felt like I was learning AND being challenged.” Whitney Mulholland, Senior
•“Definitely one of my favorite classes I’ve taken in high school. Learned a lot, and had plenty of fun doing it.” Thomas 
   Snyder, Senior
•“I enjoyed being able to create my own codes and display my ideas through them.” Olivia Griffith, Freshman
•“The freedom to make our own solutions to some of the problems that we faced and that there were more than one way to          
   solve some more inventive problems.” Gabe Prine, Senior
•“Challenging my brain to think of solutions using the coding I learned to create something special.” Jackson Goecke, Senior

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING CLASSES COMES TO SPENCERVILLE



“Getting to Know the Incoming Superintendent, 
Mrs. Cindy Endsley ”

  Hi Bearcat Nation!  I thought it would be a good idea to share 
a little about myself since I am sure some of you might be  wondering.  
The  anticipation to meet all of you is very exciting to me and I can’t wait 
 until June arrives so I can be fully devoted to Spencerville Local Schools!
  I grew up in Norwalk, Ohio and loved being a student.  I 
played volleyball, basketball, and fastpitch, among many other sports, 
 activities and clubs.  Growing up in a small town was a great experience 
and  being involved in the community was important to me.  This has 
 carried over into my adult years as a college student at BGSU, then a 
teacher in  Sidney, Ohio.  My husband, Dave, and I have two children: 

20-year-old son,  Aidan, and 18-year-old daughter, Adrienne.  We have a 3-year-old puppy, Izzy.  When I’m not 
spending time with my family or working and attending school events, I enjoy volunteering in the community.  
Over the past two decades, I have been heavily involved in the Shelby County community, helping to make it a 
healthy and stable place for all to live and work.  Other interests of mine include various forms of exercise, read-
ing/journaling, and taking vacations to Bear Lake Michigan with our friends.
 Now that I will be joining the Bearcat family, I hope to make a smooth transition over the next several 
months.  I will be attending as many events as I can while continuing to work in Anna as the Middle School 
 Principal.  Since my daughter will be graduating in May on the same day and time as Spencerville’s, I will not be 
able to attend both.  I’m sure you would agree that I need to attend my daughter’s graduation.  However, starting 
June 1st, I will be working full-time in the district.  My family has started to look for property in Spencerville and 
hope to be moved and settled-in by the fall.  My husband and I lived in Allen County for a few years when we 
were first married and look forward to reconnecting with some old friends.  We hope to make new friends as well!





CELLS COME TO LIFE
 We all learned about cells and their parts when we were younger. However, eating cookie cells is a bit 

more exciting than learning from a 

textbook! The sixth grade science 

class make edible cells from  sugar 
 cookies and Halloween  candy. 
Mrs. McConnell’s  Nutrition and 
Wellness classes made round and 
rectangular shaped sugar cookies. 
These cookies were  distributed 
to Mrs. Hemker’s sixth grade 
 science  students to turn them 
into edible plant and animal 
cells! The  students used the  sugar 
cookie base, applied frosting for 
 cytoplasm, then brainstormed how 
to turn their Halloween candy into 
cell organelles. They melted, molded, smashed, scattered, and sprinkled until they came up with the tasty, educa-
tional creations you see here!

Youth & Government
Spencerville High School has started their own Youth and Government program in association with the Ohio 
Alliance of YMCAs.  Through this program, teens learn about the legislative process, how to write and research 
bills, and how to participate in elections. Their work progresses with students serving as delegates at the state 
conference in April, debating bills on the floor of the legislature.
 
The Youth and Government Club is excited to say that in its introductory year, they have 18 high school students 
who are participating in the program.  They will write their bills in pairs, so they will present 9 bills at the confer-
ence held at the Statehouse in Columbus.  The laws that students are creating cover topics from Mental Health to 
Standardizing Grading Scales. 
 
Currently, the students are busy fundraising for our trip and researching ideas for their bills.  Under the direction 
of their advisor, Harmony Brenneman and the Lima YMCA Teen Development Director, Dave Michel, students 
will begin writing their bills soon.  After they have completed their first drafts, they will practice debating their 
legislation.  They will learn to use the proper format in addressing the Speaker and each other as they ask ques-
tions and raise concerns about the legislation they will review.  It is an exciting and engaging way to learn how 
the government works.  We hope to have a successful first year and look forward to sharing with the Spencerville 
community all that we learn in the spring.
Harmony Brenneman
Social Studies Teacher
Spencerville Local Schools
2500 Wisher Drive
Spencerville, Ohio 45887


